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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
fomri the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is detemriined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1 , 3-4, 6, 9. 1 1-12, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0158812 to Pallakoff. 

Pallakoff discloses all the elements of independent claim 1, including a mobile 
communication device (Figures 1 A to 3C) comprising: a transceiver to facilitate 
transmission and receipt of audio communication (inherent In that this is a mobile 
phone); a display to display information (Figures 1A to 3C); a scroll button (Figure 1B, 
element 102); and scrolling logic coupled to the scroll button and the display to scroll the 
information displayed on the display at a variable scroll rate responsive to at least a 
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selected one of an amount of time the scroll button has been pressed, and an amount of 
pressure applied to the scroll button (paragraph 62). 

The rejection of claim 1 is hereby incorporated. Pallakoff discloses all the steps 
of independent claim 9, including in a mobile communication device (Figures 1 A to 3C), 
a method of operation comprising: receiving indication of a scroll button (Figure IB, 
element 102) of the mobile communication device being pressed (paragraph 62); and 
scrolling infomiation displayed on a display of the mobile communication device at a 
variable scroll rate, responsive to a selected one of an amount of time the scroll button 
has been pressed and an amount of pressure applied to the scroll button (Id.). 

Pallakoff discloses all the elements/steps of claims 3-4 and 1 1-12, including 
wherein the scrolling logic is designed to scroll the information displayed on the display 
at increasing scroll rate responsive to the amount of pressure applied to the scroll 
button and wherein the mobile communication device further comprises a pressure 
sensor to sense the amount of pressure applied to the scroll button. See, paragraph 62. 

Pallakoff discloses all the elements/steps of claims 6 and 14, including the mobile 
communication device comprises a wireless mobile phone. See, Figures 1 A to 3C. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 2 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pallakoff in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,539,243 to Kimura et al. 

Pallakoff teaclies all the elements/steps of claims 2 and 10, except wherein the 
scrolling comprises scrolling the information displayed on the display at increasing scroll 
rate responsive to the amount of time the scroll button has been pressed. However, 
Kimura teaches a method of using scroll buttons in which the scroll buttons are held 
down for various lengths of times in order to execute various functions. See column 3, 
line 64 to column 4, line 26. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to add this functionality to the method 
of Pallakoff because it is another way in which to scroll through various displayed 
information, such as different types of searches. See, Kimura, column 4, lines 17 to 27. 

5. Claims 5, 7-8, 13, and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Pallakoff in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,198,473 to Annstrong. 

The rejection of claims 1 and 9 are hereby incorporated. Pallakoff teaches all the 
elements of independent claim 7, including a mobile communication device comprising: 
a transceiver to facilitate transmission and receipt of audio communication (inherent in 
that this is a mobile phone); a display to display infonnation (Figures 1 A to 3C); a scroll 
button (Figure IB, element 102); and scrolling logic coupled to the scroll button and the 
display to scroll the information displayed on the display in response to a selection of 
the scroll button (paragraph 62). However, Pallakoff does not teach stopping said 
scrolling gradually in response to a de-selection of the scroll button. 
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But, Armstrong teaches the use of a scroll button and that when the pressure 
applied to the scroll button is reduced, the rate of scrolling is slowly stopped so that 
targeted information may be accurately selected. See column 6, lines 40 to 46. 
Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
added the functionality taught by Armstrong to the method of Pallakoff because it would 
allow a user to more accurately select desired information. See Id. 

The rejection of claim 7 is hereby incorporated. Pallakoff discloses all the steps 
of independent claim 15, including in a mobile communication device (Figures 1A to 
3C), a method of operation comprising: receiving indication of a scroll button (Figure IB, 
element 102) of the mobile communication device being pressed (paragraph 62). 
However, Pallakoff does not teach in response, gradually stopping scrolling of 
information displayed on a display of the mobile communication device. 

But, Armstrong teaches the use of a scroll button and that when the pressure 
applied to the scroll button is reduced, the rate of scrolling is slowly stopped so that 
targeted information may be accurately selected. See column 6, lines 40 to 46. 
Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
added the functionality taught by Armstrong to the method of Pallakoff because it would 
allow a user to more accurately select desired information. See Id. 

The rejections of claims 7 and 15 are hereby incorporated. Pallakoff in view of 
Amistrong teach all the elements/steps of claims 5 and 13, including stopping said 
scrolling gradually in response to cessation of said pressing of said scroll button. See 
above. 
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Pallakoff in view of Amistrong discloses all the elements/steps of claims 8 and 
15, including the mobile communication device comprises a wireless mobile phone. 
See, Pallakoff, Figures lAto 3C. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julie E. Stein, Esq. whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7897. The examiner can nomrially be reached on M-F (8:30 am-5:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571) 272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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